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ABSTRACT 
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Notes About This Report 



Profile of the Foreign-Born Population in the United States: 2000 , Current Population 
Reports, P23-206, presents data on a wide range of geographic, demographic, social, 
economic, and housing characteristics for the foreign-born population of the United 
States. Data for the native population are included for comparison. The data in this re- 
port for 2000 are from the March 2000 Current Population Survey (CPS) and do not in- 
clude information from Census 2000 or the Census 2000 Supplementary Survey. Data 
for 1 990 and earlier years, which are included for historical comparison, are from the 
decennial censuses of population. Detailed tables showing data for 2000 are presented 
in Profile of the Foreign-Born Population of the United States: 2000 , PPL- 145, issued in 
2001. Detailed tables showing data on the foreign-born population from decennial cen- 
suses are presented in Historical Census Statistics on the Foreign-Born Population of the 
United States: 1850 to 1990 , Population Division Working Paper, No. 29, issued in 1999. 

The reference date for data from the 1990 census is April 1. For data from the CPS, 
the reference dates vary depending on when the housing unit first came into the survey 
and on the topic. Housing units (and their occupants) in the CPS are in for 4 months, 
out for 8 months, and then in again for 4 months. Thus housing units in the March 
2000 CPS are about equally distributed among those that first came into the survey 
from December 1 998 to March 1 999 and from December 1 999 to March 2000. While 
data on some characteristics, including age, are updated, data on other characteristics, 
including length of residence in the United States and citizenship status of the foreign- 
born population, are not. 

The core of this report is 22 sections presenting information on various topics 
for the foreign-born population. These sections are preceded by Highlights and are 
followed by References and five appendixes: (A) Foreign Born and Other Terms: 
Definitions and Concepts, (B) Source and Accuracy of Estimates, (C) Comparison of 
Population Universes, (D) Nativity Questions on the Current Population Survey, and 
(E) Related Reports and Information. 

Numbers or percentages in the text, figures, and text tables may not sum to totals 
due to rounding. In general, percentages in the text are shown to one decimal place. 

The Census Bureau uses 90-percent confidence intervals and 0.10 levels of signifi- 
cance to determine statistical validity (see Appendix B). Comparisons in the text of 
this report that do not meet this standard are described as being not significant. Cur- 
rent Population Survey data are weighted to population estimates based on the 1990 
census counts adjusted for undercoverage in 1990. 

Copies of this report are available from the Superintendent of Documents, U.S. 
Government Printing Office, Washington, DC 20402. General questions about the report 
may be addressed to A. Dianne Schmidley, Population Division, U.S. Census Bureau, 
Washington DC 20233-8800, or to the e-mail address pop@census.gov. 
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Highlights 




1. Trends in International 
Migration and the 
Foreign-Born Population 

The estimated foreign-born 
population of the United 
States in March 2000 was 

28.4 million, based on data 
collected in the Current Popu- 
lation Survey. 

In March 2000, an estimated 

10.4 percent of the U.S. popu- 
lation was foreign born, up 
from 7.9 percent in 1990. 

The rapid increase in the 
foreign-born population from 
9.6 million in 1970 to 

28.4 million in 2000 reflects 
the high level of international 
migration during the past gen- 
eration. 

2. Region of Birth 

Among the 14.5 million for- 
eign-born population from 
Latin America in March 2000 
(5 1 .0 percent or about half of 
the foreign born), 9.8 million 
were from Central America (in- 
cluding Mexico), 2.8 million 
were from the Caribbean, and 
1.9 million were from South 
America. 

The remaining foreign born 
were from: Asia (7.2 million, 
or one-quarter of the total for- 
eign-born population); Europe 
(4.4 million, or about one- 
seventh of the foreign born); 
Northern America (essentially 
Canada, 0.7 million); and 
other areas. 

3. Country of Birth 

Mexico accounted for more 
than one-quarter of the 
foreign-born population in 



March 2000. Mexico’s propor- 
tion in 2000 is the largest re- 
corded share any country has 
held since the decennial cen- 
sus in 1 890 when about 
30 percent of the foreign-born 
population was from Germany. 
(However, the March 2000 pro- 
portion for Mexico is not sta- 
tistically different from the 
proportion shown in 1997 in 
P23-195.) 

In 1970, 2 of the 10 leading 
countries of foreign birth 
(Mexico and Cuba) were Latin 
American or Asian. By 2000, 
these two regions may have 
accounted for 9 of the 1 0 top 
countries (Mexico, China, In- 
dia, Korea, the Philippines, 
Vietnam, Cuba, the Dominican 
Republic, and El Salvador). The 
exact number and the exact 
order after Mexico are uncer- 
tain due to sampling variabil- 
ity in the Current Population 
Survey data. 

4. Geographic Distribution 

In March 2000, six states had 
estimated foreign-born popu- 
lations of 1 million or more: 
California (8.8 million), New 
York (3.6 million), Florida (2.8 
million), Texas (2.4 million), 
New Jersey (1 .2 million), and 
Illinois (1 .2 million). These 
states accounted for 70.4 per- 
cent of the total foreign-born 
population. 

In nine states, the foreign-born 
proportion in the population in 
March 2000 was estimated to 
be above the national average 
of 1 0.4 percent: 

California (25.9 percent), 

New York (19.6 percent), 

Florida (1 8.4 percent), 
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Hawaii (16.1 percent), 

Nevada (1 5.2 percent), 

New Jersey (14.9 percent), 
Arizona (1 2.9 percent), 
Massachusetts (1 2.4 percent), 
and Texas (12.2 percent). 

From 1960 to March 2000, the 
foreign-born population in- 
creased from 1.3 million to 
8.8 million in California, from 
0.3 million to 2.8 million in 
Florida, and from 0.3 million 
to 2.4 million in Texas. The 
growth in California, Florida, 
and Texas caused the foreign- 
born population to expand 
more rapidly in the West and 
South than it did in the North- 
east and Midwest between 
1960 and 2000. 

Metropolitan Areas 

The foreign-born population 
was especially concentrated in 
the largest metropolitan areas 
and in their central cities: 

54.5 percent lived in the 9 
metropolitan areas of 5 million 
or more population compared 
with 27.3 percent of the na- 
tive population. 

In March 2000, the metropoli- 
tan areas with the largest 
foreign-born population were 
Los Angeles and New York, 
each with 4.7 million foreign 
born. Together, these two 
metropolitan areas included 
33.1 percent of the foreign- 
born population in the United 
States. 

Among the nine largest metro- 
politan areas in 2000 (those 
with total populations of 
5 million or more), Los Ange- 
les and San Francisco had the 
highest proportion foreign 
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born at 30.0 percent each. 

For metropolitan areas with 
1 million to 5 million popula- 
tion in 2000, Miami had the 
highest proportion foreign 
born at 42.7 percent. 

6. Length of Residence 

The median length of resi- 
dence in the United States of 
the foreign-born population 
was 1 4.4 years in 2000 com- 
pared with 1 2.2 years in 
1990. 

Length of residence in the 
United States of the foreign- 
born population varies greatly 
by region of birth. In 2000, 
the median length of resi- 
dence was 25.0 years for the 
foreign-born population from 
Europe, 14.3 years for those 
from Asia, and 1 3.5 years for 
those from Latin America. (The 
percent for Asia does not dif- 
fer significantly from that for 
Latin America or for the total 
foreign born). 

7. Citizenship Status 

Between 1970 and March 
2000, the total foreign-born 
population increased by 
191 percent, from 9.7 million 
to 28.4 million. In contrast, 
the naturalized citizen foreign- 
born population increased by 
71 percent (6.2 million to 
10.6 million) and the nonciti- 
zen population increased by 
401 percent (3.5 million to 
1 7.8 million). 

In March 2000, the proportion 
of naturalized citizens in the 
foreign-born population varied 
greatly by region of birth: 

52.0 percent from Europe, 



47.1 percent from Asia, and 
28.3 percent from Latin 
America. The low proportion 
from Latin America is attribut- 
able primarily to the low fig- 
ure for the Central America 
(21.1 percent), most of whom 
are from Mexico. 

8. Nativity, Parentage, and 
Foreign Stock 

In March 2000, 55.9 million or 
one-fifth of the U.S. popula- 
tion was of foreign stock. This 
number included 28.4 million 
foreign born, 14.8 million of 
foreign parentage (native with 
both parents foreign born), 
and 12.7 million of mixed par- 
entage (native with one parent 
foreign born). 

The foreign stock population 
is likely to increase in the fu- 
ture as recent international mi- 
grants form families. One indi- 
cation of this is the increase in 
the proportion of births to for- 
eign-born women residing in 
the United States: from 6 per- 
cent in 1970 to 20.2 percent 
in 1999. 

9. Hispanic Origin and Race 

Categories of ethnicity and 
race are not interchangeable 
with geographic regions used 
in this report. For example, 
the March 2000 data show 
1 5.3 percent of the foreign 
born were born in Europe, 
however, 67.9 percent of the 
foreign born were White, and 
24.8 percent were White non- 
Hispanic. 

While the foreign born from 
some regions of the world are 
relatively homogeneous by 



race, this is not true of all 
regions. For example, in March 
2000, 96.0 percent of the for- 
eign born from Europe and 

89.1 percent of the foreign 
born from North America (es- 
sentially Canada) where White 
non-Hispanic. Of the foreign 
born from Asia, 83.7 percent 
were Asian and Pacific Islander 
(not statistically different from 
the proportion White non- 
Hispanic from Northern 
America), and 14.5 percent 
were White non-Hispanic. In 
contrast, the foreign-born 
population from Africa was very 
heterogeneous — no one race 
was dominant. 

In March 2000, the Current 
Population Survey showed 
10.4 percent of the total popu- 
lation was foreign born. The 
proportion was much higher 
among Asians and Pacific Is- 
landers (61.4 percent) and His- 
panics (39.1 percent) but much 
lower for Blacks (6.3 percent) 
and for White non-Hispanics 
(3.9 percent). Thus Asians and 
Pacific Islanders and Hispanics 
are much more likely to be for- 
eign born than Blacks and White 
non-Hispanics. 

10. Age and Sex 

In 2000, the median ages of 
the foreign-born (38.1 years) 
and native (34.5 years) popu- 
lations did not differ greatly, 
but their age distributions dif- 
fered considerably. In the 
foreign-born population, 

10.0 percent of the people 
were under 18 years old, and 
58.7 percent were 25 to 54 
years old, whereas the corre- 
sponding proportions in the 
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native population were 
28.3 percent and 41.7 per- 
cent. 

The sex ratio (the number of 
males for every 1 00 females) 
of the foreign-born population 
was 100.1 compared with 
95.0 for the native population. 

In 2000, the median age of 
the foreign-born population 
was 50.0 years for those from 
Europe, 39.2 for those from 
Asia, and 35.3 for those from 
Latin America. 

11. Household Size and Type 

In March 2000, 1 1.1 percent 
of all households, or 1 1.6 mil- 
lion households, had a for- 
eign-born householder. 

The average size of house- 
holds with a foreign-born 
householder (foreign-born 
households) was 3.26, consid- 
erably larger than the average 
size of 2.54 for households 
with a native householder (na- 
tive households). Foreign- 
born households had larger 
average numbers of children 
under age 18 (0.99 versus 
0.65). 

Whereas native households in- 
cluded an average of only 
0.03 foreign-born members in 
2000, foreign-born house- 
holds included an average of 
1.08 native members. Native 
members represented one- 
third (33.1 percent) of the 
members of foreign-born 
households. 

Average household size 
among foreign-born house- 
holders ranged from a high for 
Latin America (3.72) to lows 



for Northern America (2.32) 
and Europe (2.38). (The latter 
two averages are not statisti- 
cally different.) 

12. Families and Related 
Children 

The average size of families 
with a foreign-born house- 
holder (foreign-born families) 
in 2000 was 3.72 compared 
with 3.10 for families with a 
native householder (native 
families). Foreign-born fami- 
lies had larger average num- 
bers of both adults, 2.47 ver- 
sus 2.15, and of children, 

1 .25 versus 0.94. 

Among married-couple fami- 
lies with a foreign-born house- 
holder in 2000, the proportion 
with one or more related chil- 
dren underage 18 ranged 
from 35.0 percent for house- 
holders from Europe to 
73.4 percent for Latin Ameri- 
can householders. Among 
married-couple family house- 
holders from Mexico, the pro- 
portion was 80.4 percent. 

Of the 55.3 million married- 
couple families in 2000, 

8.7 million, or 1 5.7 percent, 
included at least one foreign- 
born spouse. Of these 
couples, 5.5 million had both 
spouses foreign born, 1.7 mil- 
lion had a foreign-born wife 
and a native husband, and 
1.5 million had a foreign-born 
husband and a native wife. 

13. Children Living With 
Foreign-Born 
Householders 

In 2000, 72.1 million children 
(under age 1 8) lived in 



households. Nearly 1 in 6 of 
these children lived with a 
foreign-born householder 
(foreign-born households). Of 
the 1 1.5 million children living 
in foreign-born households, 
8.9 million or 77.7 percent 
were native, and 2.6 million 
were foreign born. In con- 
trast, nearly all of the children 
living in native households 
were native. 

Most of the children under age 
18 living in foreign-born fam- 
ily households (98.7 percent) 
were related to the house- 
holder. The majority of these 
children (89.4 percent) were 
the householder’s own child, 
and the rest were other rela- 
tives such as grandchildren, 
nephews, or nieces (9.3 per- 
cent). A small proportion of 
these children (1.3 percent) 
were unrelated. Comparable 
figures for native households 
were 91.5 percent, 7.5 per- 
cent, and 1.1 percent respec- 
tively. (There was no statistical 
difference between foreign- 
born and native households in 
the proportions of unrelated 
children.) 

Preschool age children, or 
those less than 6 years old, 
represented 35.3 percent of 
children living in foreign-born 
households, compared with 
32.2 percent of children in na- 
tive households. Among chil- 
dren in foreign-born house- 
holds, a major difference ex- 
isted in the age structure of 
native and foreign-born chil- 
dren: 41 .6 percent of native 
children living with foreign- 
born householders were under 
the age of 6 compared with 
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only 13.5 percent of foreign- 
born children. 

14. Education 

In 2000, the proportion of the 
population age 25 and older 
who had completed high 
school or more education in 
March 2000 was lower among 
the foreign-born population 
(67.0 percent) than among the 
native population (86.6 per- 
cent). 

Among individuals with less 
than a high school education, 
those with less than a 5th 
grade education represented 
about 1 in 5 of the foreign 
born but only about 1 in 20 of 
the native population. 

For the population aged 25 
and older, 95.0 percent of the 
foreign born from Africa had 
completed high school or 
more education by March 
2000. The high school 
completion rates for the for- 
eign born from Europe 
(81 .3 percent), Asia 
(83.8 percent), Northern 
America (85.5 percent), and 
South America (79.6 percent) 
were not statistically different 
from each other, but they were 
all well above the proportion 
for Mexico (33.8 percent) and 
the foreign-born average 
(67.0 percent). 

15. Labor Force 

In March 2000, the foreign- 
born population accounted for 

17.4 million, or 1 2.4 percent, 
of the total civilian labor force 
of 140.5 million. The labor 
force participation rate of the 
foreign-born population was 



66.6 percent, not significantly 
different from 67.3 percent for 
the native population. 

Among the population age 16 
and older, the labor force par- 
ticipation rate in 2000 was 
higher for foreign-born males 
(79.6 percent) than for native 
males (73.4 percent). For fe- 
males, the labor force partici- 
pation rate was lower among 
the foreign-born population 
(53.7 percent) than among the 
native population (61.6 per- 
cent). 

For foreign-born males in 
2000, labor force participation 
rates for the 25 to 54 age 
group did not vary by region 
of birth (Figure 1 5-3); how- 
ever, there was some variation 
among females. For females 
born in Mexico, the labor force 
participation rate was 
55.1 percent, compared with 

66.5 percent for all foreign- 
born females. 

16. Occupation 

In March 2000, managerial, 
professional, technical, sales, 
and administrative support oc- 
cupations accounted for 

45.6 percent of foreign-born 
workers, compared with 

61 .5 percent of native work- 
ers. Higher proportions of for- 
eign-born compared with na- 
tive workers filled service oc- 
cupations (19.2 percent ver- 
sus 13.2 percent); worked as 
operators, fabricators, and la- 
borers (18.7 percent versus 

12.7 percent); worked in preci- 
sion production, craft, and re- 
pair jobs (1 2.1 percent versus 

10.5 percent); or held farming, 
forestry, and fishing jobs 



(4.5 percent versus 2.1 per- 
cent). (The proportion of 
foreign-born workers holding 
service jobs (1 9.2 percent) 
was not significantly different 
from the proportion in preci- 
sion production, craft, and re- 
pair jobs (18.7 percent).) 

Professional and managerial 
specialty occupations ac- 
counted for 38.1 percent of 
workers from Europe and 

38.7 percent of workers from 
Asia (not statistically differ- 
ent), compared with 12.1 per- 
cent of workers from Latin 
America. 

Operators, fabricators, and la- 
borers accounted for 24.8 per- 
cent of workers from Latin 
America, while farming, for- 
estry, and fishing occupations 
lay claim to another 7.8 per- 
cent of these workers. Among 
foreign-born workers from 
Mexico, 28.6 percent were in 
the operators, fabricators, and 
laborers occupational group, 
and 12.9 percent were in the 
farming, forestry, and fishing 
occupational group. 

17. Earnings 

In 1999, median earnings for 
full-time, year-round foreign- 
born male and female workers 
were $27,239 and $22,139, 
respectively, compared with 
$37,528 and $26,698 respec- 
tively, for native male and fe- 
male workers. The female-to- 
male earnings ratio was higher 
for foreign-born workers 
(0.81) than for native workers 
(0.71). 

Among foreign-born male 
workers, 44.9 percent had 
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earnings less than $25,000, 
while 23.2 percent had earn- 
ings of $50,000 or more. 
Among their native counter- 
parts, the corresponding pro- 
portions were 24.2 percent 
and 33.0 percent, respectively. 

Among foreign-born female 
workers, 55.5 percent had 
earnings less than $25,000, 
while 1 2.0 percent had earn- 
ings of $50,000 or more. 
Among their native counter- 
parts, the corresponding pro- 
portions were 44.1 percent 
and 1 3.2 percent, respectively. 
Even though the median earn- 
ings of foreign-born female 
workers were lower than 
those of native female work- 
ers, the proportions with earn- 
ings of $50,000 or more were 
not significantly different. 

18. Household Income 

In 1999, the median income 
for households with a foreign- 
born householder was 
$36,048, compared with 
$41,383 for households with 
a native householder. Among 
foreign-born households, the 
proportion of households with 
incomes below $25,000 and 
with incomes of $50,000 or 
more was about equal — 

34.5 percent and 36.2 per- 
cent, respectively. In contrast, 
30.2 percent of native house- 
holds had an income of less 
than $25,000, and 41 .6 per- 
cent had an income of 
$50,000 or more. 

The lower income of foreign- 
born households was not ex- 
plained by the number of 
earners per household. The 
average number of earners 



per foreign-born household 
(1 .60) was higher than the av- 
erage for native households 
(1.40). 

In 1 999, households with a 
householder born in Asia had 
a median income of $51,363. 
This was well above the me- 
dian income of native house- 
holds as well as other foreign- 
born households. The income 
for European households 
($41,733) was not statistically 
different from the native me- 
dian but was much higher 
than the median income for 
Latin American households 
($29,388). 

The higher median income of 
Asian households was mostly 
due to a combination of three 
factors: the high proportion of 
Asian foreign-born males and 
female workers who held 
high-paying managerial and 
professional jobs (a character- 
istic they shared with male Eu- 
ropean workers); the low pro- 
portion of householders from 
Asia age 65 and older (com- 
pared with the foreign born 
from Europe); and the high 
proportion of Asian women in 
the labor force. 

19. Poverty Status 

In 1999, the official poverty 
rate was 1 6.8 percent for the 
foreign-born population, com- 
pared with 1 1 .2 percent for 
the native population. Of the 
32.3 million individuals below 
the poverty level, 4.8 million, 
or 14.7 percent, were foreign- 
born. 

Among the foreign-born popu- 
lation, the poverty rates in 
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1 999 were relatively low (and 
not significantly different from 
each other) for the popula- 
tions from Europe (9.3 per- 
cent) and Asia (1 2.8 percent). 
For the population from Latin 
America, the poverty rate was 
2 1 .9 percent. 

Among the foreign-born popu- 
lation from Latin America, the 
poverty rates ranged from 
1 1.5 percent for the popula- 
tion from South America to 
25.8 percent for the popula- 
tion from Mexico. 

20. Program Participation 

In 1999, 2.5 million (21.2 per- 
cent) of households with 
foreign-born householders and 
1 3.5 million (1 4.6 percent) of 
households with native house- 
holders participated in one or 
more of the following means- 
tested programs providing 
noncash benefits: food 
stamps, housing assistance, 
or medicaid. The highest par- 
ticipation rates were for med- 
icaid — 1 8.6 percent of for- 
eign-born households and 
12.1 percent of native house- 
holds. 

In 1999, 8.0 percent of house- 
holds with a foreign-born 
householder and 5.6 of house- 
holds with a native house- 
holder participated in one or 
more of the following means- 
tested programs providing 
cash benefits: Temporary As- 
sistance for Needy Families 
(TANF), General Assistance 
(GA), or Supplemental Security 
Income (SSI). 

Among foreign-born house- 
holds, participation rates in 
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noncash means-tested pro- 
grams are higher for house- 
holds with noncitizen house- 
holders (24.8 percent) than for 
households with naturalized- 
citizen householders 
(1 6.9 percent). For cash 
means-tested programs, the 
participation rate was 8.0 per- 
cent for both noncitizen and 
naturalized-citizen house- 
holds. 

21. Health Insurance 

In 1999, 66.6 percent of the 
foreign-born population com- 
pared with 86.5 percent of the 
native population had health in- 
surance for all or part of the 
year. (Health insurance includes 
government insurance plans 
such as medicare, medicaid, or 
military health care and private 
insurance plans.) 

Among workers in 1999, 

44.5 percent of those who 



were foreign born and 

54.6 percent of those who 
were native had employment- 
based health insurance. 
Among foreign-born workers, 
the proportions ranged from 

36.2 percent for residents in 
the United States for less than 
10 years to 54.8 percent for 
those resident 20 years or 
more. The proportions were 

54.6 percent for naturalized 
citizens and 37.9 percent for 
noncitizens. 

22. Homeownership 

In 2000, the homeownership 
rate for the United States was 

67.2 percent. The homeown- 
ership rate for foreign-born 
householders was 48.8 per- 
cent, compared with 69.5 per- 
cent for households with a na- 
tive householder. For foreign- 
born households, the home- 
ownership rate was much 



higher when the householder 
was a naturalized citizen 
(66.5 percent) than when the 
householder was not a citizen 
(33.5 percent). 

Among the foreign-born, home- 
ownership for naturalized citi- 
zen householders was more 
likely for those who lived in the 
United States 10 or more years, 
compared with those who lived 
here less than 1 0 years. 

Among the regions of birth with 
1 million or more foreign-born 
householders, the homeowner- 
ship rate was 63.5 percent for 
householders from Europe, 

52.0 percent for householders 
from Asia, and 41 .2 percent for 
householders from Latin 
America. The homeownership 
rates for householders from Eu- 
rope, Asia, and Latin America 
under age 35 were all about 

25.0 percent. 
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